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only 27 years old. That was at the time when the French
were being attacked by the Austrians and Germans. Napo-
leon was given command of the army that was opposing the
forces of the Austrian monarch. Within a year Napoleon
succeeded not only in driving the Austrians out of eastern
France, but himself crossed the Alps and invaded northern
Italy (which was then under Austria K

By this time the British Government had also begun to
oppose the French Revolutionary Government. Napoleon
persuaded the French Government that the best way to
injure the British w>as to interrupt their trade-route to India
and seize their empire in the East. Napoleon therefore
took his army across the Mediterranean Sea to Egypt, which
he conquered, and then began to march through to Palestine.
If he had been able to go on* perhaps he might have con-
quered even greater territories than that other military
genius, Alexander the Great. But he could not go on, be-
cause he received news from France that things were going
badly at home. The new French Government was in-
capable; the Austrians had won back most of the country
conquered by Napoleon, and the French people were
getting discontented. In great haste to get home. Napoleon
left his army in Egypt, where it was soon defeated
by the British, wThen he was not there to lead It. The
"people of France welcomed him because they felt he was
a strong man who would set things in order. They
voted that instead of having a republican government, the
government should be in the hands of three meii* called
Consuls, of whom Napoleon was to be the chief, or First
Consul. Napoleon soon showed what sort of man he was,
when he had all the power in his hands. First he drove
the Austrians out of Italy again, and made himself King
of Italy. Then he captured Vienna, the capital of Austria,
and defeated the combined armies of the Austrian emperor
and the Russian emperor at a tremendous battle at Auster-
Ihz. Then he went on and defeated the Prussians. In
1802 the French made him First Consul for life, and in
1804 they gave him the title of Emperor,